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REVIEWS 


stress is given to the danger of suicide in melancholia, a most 
important point which cannot be too strongly impressed. 

The consideration of forms of stupor (anergic, post-melancholic 
post-maniacal, catatonic), paranoia, and dementia praecox, is very 
thorough, and in the chapter on puerperal insanities an interesting 
opinion is given as to the probable effect of pressure upon the 
splanchnic vessels during pregnancy, causing high blood pressure 
and melancholia, whereas the fall in pressure after childbirth 
might account for the greater frequency of the maniacal outbreaks 
during this period. 

Following the chapter on intoxication psychoses, paresis, the 
most important perhaps of all mental diseases, is discussed in a 
particularly thorough and detailed manner. Many original sug¬ 
gestions are. advanced, among which is the author’s belief that 
anti-syphilitic treatment is contraindicated in tabes and paresis, 
but that all measures should be used to reduce the possibility of 
cellular changes from exhaustion. 

Dr. Craig emphasizes the impossibility of syphilis alone causing 
paresis, and he also suggests the possibility of the different types 
of paresis being dependent upon the type of brain tissue primarily 
involved. v J 

Of the remaining chapters, all of which are written in accord with 
the standard of the earlier chapters, the ones dealing with epileptic 
insanity and feigned insanity and treatment are the most important 
and corresponding weight is given to their discussion. 

Throughout the work any points of medicolegal interest are 
clearly shown, and in a chapter devoted to the legal aspect of 
insanity, allowance must be made for the differences in the English 
and American codes. Many valuable plates (plain and colored), 
are given, including gross cortical changes and microscopic cellular 
degenerations in different diseases. E. W 


Gynecological Nursing. By Arthur E. Giles, M.D., B.Sc., 
F.R.C.S., M.R.C.P., Surgeon to the Chelsea Hospital for 
Women, Gynecologist to the Prince of Wales’ General Hospital 
Tottenham. Pp. 182; 41 illustrations. New York: William 
Wood & Co., 1912. 

. cover to cover this little book contains a mine of informa¬ 
tion, couched in simple, readable diction. The introduction gives 
t " e ,j n |' lor s conce Pti°n of an ideal gynecological nurse, and it 
would be well for every nurse to learn it by heart as an important 
part of her stock in trade. The first three chapters are devoted 
to the anatomy, physiology, and diseases of the pelvic organs; the 
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author has selected the important points under each heading and 
describes them in such a manner as to make them thoroughly 
understandable. No detail is spared in the chapters dealing with 
the preparation for operation and the conduct of the nurse 
during the operation; every possible contingency is met, including 
the sterilization of instruments, suture materials and accessories, 
preparation of the room in hospital or private house, and the 
preparation of the patient before and during the operation. Post¬ 
operative treatment is likewise fully described, together with the 
commoner complications, their danger signals and treatment. The 
book is good throughout, and will prove of great value not only to 
the nurse for whom it is intended, but also to those who undertake 
the instruction of nurses in this branch of surgery. F. E. K. 


Tiie Prevention of Dental Caries. By J. Sim Wallace, D.Sc., 
M.D., L.D.S. Dental Surgeon and Lecturer on Dental 
Surgery and Pathology, London Hospital; Honorary Dental 
Surgeon to the West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases. 
Second edition. Pp. 70. London: Dental Record, 1912. 

In this small volume the author sums up his views of the etiology, 
pathology, and prevention of dental caries. He says that “the 
cause of dental caries is the prolonged retention or stagnation of 
fermentable carbohydrates in more or less immediate contact with 
the teeth and undisturbed by the free access of saliva.” He claims 
that the only reliable method of preventing dental caries is the 
natural or physiological one, i. <?., self-cleansing of the mouth by 
foods that do not lodge between the teeth. In his opinion this 
is far more important than artificial procedures by tooth-brush, 
powders, and mouth washes, which have principally a cosmetic 
rather than a hygienic value. 

If the book were read and its principles followed out by every 
physician, dentist, and layman having the care of children’s teeth, 
the incidence of dental caries would be enormously reduced. 

R. II. I. 


Salren und Fasten mit besonderer Berucksiciitigung des 
Mitin. By Dr. S. Jessner, Sanitatsrat. Second edition; pp. 
39. Wurzburg: Curt ICabitzsch. 


The author first discusses the advantages and the disadvantages 
of the various salve bases, the absorptive properties, the ease with 
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